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INTRODUCTION

The numerical assessment of species invasion and
evaluation of forthcoming events are the key problems
of modern ecological research. Uncontrolled species
invasion has been taking place in different areas of the
World Ocean for the last 50–60 years and is mostly a
result of increasing sea traffic. Sometimes not only
single species penetrate into a new environment, but
the species complexes and even fauna invasion may
lead to global changes in the aboriginal communities.
Fouling species, such as barnacles (suborder Balano�
morpha), are transported with vessels and are the most
common invaders. About 9% of species of world bar�
nacle fauna may be found in the vessel fouling com�
munities [Zevina, 1982]. In most cases, they are found
in the boreal and tropical climatic areas, and their
resettlement takes place permanently. Not only spe�
cies but also morphotype invasion may change the
aboriginal community dramatically [Protasov, 2003].
That is why the assessment of their ecological similar�
ity to the aboriginal species is necessary. For example,
in Peter the Great Bay (PGB), Sea of Japan, the inva�
sion of only two new barnacle morphotypes led to sig�
nificant changes in the fouling and benthic communi�
ties. Nearly all the fouling barnacle species inhabiting
the Sea of Japan come to PGB by vessel transport, but
only the most ecologically flexible species survive here.

We have registered successful invasion of only two bar�
nacle species, common to the Japanese coast, Amphib�
alanus improvisus and A. amphitrite. The first one was
able to succeed as a self�maintaining population; the
second one exists as a temporal summer species,
which is totally eliminated during cold winter period.
Both species are quite tolerant to antifouling coating
toxicants and may slow down the vessel speed greatly
[Poltarukha et al., 2006; Zvyagintsev, 2007].

Rapid economical development of the Asian
Pacific region has affected the growth of sea transport
in this area, which has led to species expansion in the
Sea of Japan. As a result, 48 new species have invaded
by vessel transport (fouling communities and uncon�
trolled ballast water discharge) in PGB [Radashevskii
et al., 2008].

The studies of biological invasions are a live issue to
find practical ways of hydrometeorological and eco�
logical monitoring. Indeed, owing to high ecological
plasticity of some species to the specific environment,
the community structure may be evaluated as the inte�
gral characteristics of the local conditions of the
marine environment. The body size of Lepas anatifera
(Crustacea, Lepadidae) may indicate upwelling [Tur�
paeva and Yampol’skii, 1979]. Regard must be paid to
the preplanning of effective protection of water devel�
opment facilities (WDF), coast�trade vessels (CTV),
and foreign�going ships (FGS) from fouling.

A cost effective solution of such a problem includes
first multidisciplinary investigations based on tradi�
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tional methods and state�of�the�art ones, such as dis�
tributional patterns of the environmental characteris�
tics and anthropogenic load impact. As a result, a
computational model of the process is developed. In
the present study, the development of the bioinvasion
model was based on selective spatiotemporal patterns
of three barnacle species, Amphibalanus improvisus,
A. amphitrite, and A. eburneus, along the Japanese
coast, which is circumfluous by the Sea of Japan and
the Pacific Ocean. These species were tested since they
belong to the key fouling species [Zevina and Gorin,
1975; Zvyagintsev, 2005] and since unique original
material was accessible. Most of the invasive species in
PGB were previously registered as the invaders of the
Japanese coast also [Otani, 2002], which became the
basis to create the appropriate model and to give fore�
casting.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was based on numerous publications,
mostly by Otani [2002], the archive of temperature
and salinity of the coastal waters of the Sea of Japan in
1927–2001 [Rudykh, 2008], and original data (cour�
tesy of N.I. Rudykh).

Here we focus on three barnacle species:
1. Amphibalanus amphitrite is widespread in sub�

tropical and tropical waters and in the fouling commu�
nities of WDF and CTV along the coast of Japan,
China, and Vietnam [Davidoff, 1952]. It is a second�
ary species for vessels and WDF in PGB, where it was
transported by FGS. Currently, it is still not found in the
benthic communities of PGB, but occasional settling
on the experimental plates was registered [Zvyagintsev,
2005]. This species survives water temperatures below
zero Celsius [Calcagno et al., 1997].

2. A. eburneus is a common tropical–subtropical
sublittoral species, which is quite sensitive to the water
temperatures below zero Celsius. It was found for the
first time in the fouling communities of shallow and
well�heated small inlets of PGB. It may appear in the
warm years, but cannot develop a self�maintaining pop�
ulation in PGB [Zevina and Goin, 1975; Zvyagintsev,
2005].

3. A. improvisus is also a common tropical–sub�
tropical species, which has penetrated around the
world over the last decades [Davidoff, 1952]. It is usu�
ally found as a subdominant species in the fouling
communities of CTV and FGS along the coasts of
Southeast Asia. This species is tolerant to a wide range
of water temperature and salinity [Zevina and
Strelkov, 1983]. It dominates in the fouling communi�
ties of FGS sailing from the Vladivostok seaport to the

harbors on eastern coast of Japan. As a rule, it usually
can be found in the fouling communities of WDF and
CTV in PGB. Currently, it has been naturalized in the
PGB benthic communities and is tolerant to water
temperatures below zero Celsius.

The first findings in 1935–2000 of these three spe�
cies are presented in Fig. 1 (Japanese coasts).

Statistical analysis of spatiotemporal distributional
patterns of these species for the period of 1935–2000
exhibits a close location of finding sites to big cities
(Fig. 1), especially huge sea harbors, Tokyo (139.75° E,
35.69° N; 12400000 population; 1952), Hiroshima
(132.47° E, 34.40° N; 2800000 population; 1967),
Kitakyushu (130.85° E, 33.90° N; 1020000 popula�
tion; 1970). This can be easily explained by the close
relationship between the navigation intensity and har�
bor capacity. The more prominent the harbor, the
greater the volume of ballast waters bringing adults and
larvae of invasive species. The abundance of invaders
may also increase owing to the reproduction of species
in vessel fouling communities. If the environment is
favorable, they reproduce and resettle actively.

The first finding of barnacles were also registered
near several small cities, Tsuruga (135.06° E, 35.65° N;
68000 population; 1967), Maizuru (135.18° E, 35.53° N;
94000 population; 1967), Aomori (140.75° E, 40.82° N;
131000 population; 1967). This may be linked with the
waterways of intensive navigation and favorable envi�
ronment for settlement. A nuclear power plant is
located in Tsuruga. Once barnacle larvae penetrated
into the waters via ballast waters and vessel fouling
communities, they appeared in the plant discharge
waters that have passed through the cooling system.
Altogether, these factors facilitate favorable conditions
for the barnacles. The same is true for the area along
the Maizuru shore, where a well�developed ship�
building industry, textile industry, and construction
industry exist. A sea ferry is permanently operating
between the big harbor of Khakodate (140.72° E,
41.76° N; 306 000 population; 1967) and Aomori,
which also promotes species dispersal.

The location of species findings close to small cities
is an indicator of favorable conditions for resettle�
ment. These conditions are formed owing to warm
discharge waters, waste disposal, construction plat�
forms, anchor buoys, etc. In particular, the studies per�
formed in PGB exhibit settlement of A. amphitrite on
artificial substrates during the warm season [Zvyagintsev
and Korn, 2003].

The specific distribution of the locations of barna�
cle findings (Fig. 1) indicates that new findings are
registered close to big cities and coincide with the
locations of other invasive species resettlement. Bigger

Fig. 1. Sampling area map, coast of the Sea of Japan (by [Otani, 2002]), with locations of the first findings of Amphibalanus impro�
visus, A. amphitrite, A. eburneus; last two numbers of the year are given; 100—the year 2000. The increased font indicates the find�
ing that was the first for a certain area. The cities of 1000000 population are indicated by asterisks. (a) Amphibalanus amphitrite;
(b) A. eburneus; (c) A. improvisus.
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cities are characterized by larger resettlement areas.
Comparison of the locations in Fig. 1 shows the coin�
cidence of the dates of simultaneous findings of differ�
ent barnacle species.

The number of findings of all three studied species
together is 25% of the total number of observations,
which may be treated as evidence of interspecific rela�
tionships between them.

Histograms of number of barnacle area findings
along the Japanese coast for the period of 1935–2000
are presented on Fig. 2. The second part of 20th cen�
tury is characterized by a rapid increase of such loca�
tions, which may be linked with the increase in navi�
gation activity.

However, in some years, there was a total absence
of these species. Probably, this may reflect a certain
period of acclimatization of the invasive species to the
local environment. After this period ends, the species
resettles along new location.

The analysis of these distributional patterns allows
searching for key factors of barnacle invasion along the
Japanese coast. The first one is governed by abiotic
factors; the second, by barnacle fecundity; the third,
by barnacle motor performance; and the fourth, by
navigation intensity and anthropogenic load.

RESULTS

Computational Model 

In marine biology, the problems described earlier
are usually solved by step�by�step computation, which
compares the species lists for certain areas, evaluation
of these results, and further analysis of such compari�

sons [Andreev, 1980]. The new method applied takes
into account the evolutional peculiarities of the spe�
cies and includes a set of data analysis methods and
computational modeling.

The problems of developing a model of the species
dynamics are closely related to a restricted number of
field observations, fragmentary and irregular data col�
lection, labor intensity and expensiveness of simulta�
neous measurements of biomass, environmental fac�
tors, anthropogenic load, etc. Such models have too
many parameters that are hard to evaluate, and that is
why they are usually replaced by artificial laboratory
systems.

A specific class of bioinvasion models originates
from equations that, for the one�dimensional case,
take the following form [Lewis and Pacala, 2000; Neu�
bert et al., 2000]:

(1)

where B(x, t) is the biomass at location x at time t, Δt is
the temporal discreteness, k(x, y) is the kernel of the
integral equation (it is taken into account to compute
the influence of biomass at location y to the biomass at
location x), and f(B(y, t)) is species fecundity.

The model specification appears as k(x, y) and
f(B(y, t)). The applicability of such models is restricted
and may be applied for description of the invasion
expansion process.

A wide spectrum of models originates from an
equation that, in the one�dimensional case, has the

B x t Δt+,( )

=  k x y,( )f B y t,( )( )B y t,( ) y,d
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Fig. 2. Histograms of barnacle area distribution along the Japanese coast, with the number of locations of the first findings for the
period of 1935–2000 (x axis is years of observations; y axis is number of locations).
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following form [Lobanov et al., 1999; Weinberger,
2002]:

(2)
where f(B) is species fecundity and D is the diffusion
coefficient (in the general case, it appears as a function
of external area and B). Equation (2) characterizes the
system of “reaction�diffusion” principle, where the
dispersal of both juveniles and adults is taken into
account. This is the advantage of Eq. (2) compared to
Eq. (1). Analyzing the same class and varying f(B) and
D, one can obtain numerous and various invasion
models. Among them, a common linear dependence
of f(B) on B is usually used:

(3)
where α is the natural growth rate and β is the natural
mortality rate.

The model classes cited earlier suffer from the total
absence of such factors as navigation intensity, water
disposal, etc. When these parameters are included in
the model, it becomes more practical and may be used
to assess different cases, including cultural noise and
accidents.

Development of such a model was performed
within the scope of Eqs. (2) and (3), where the analysis
results and several assumptions were included:

(1) The dynamics of invader biomass is governed by
its natural growth, mortality, dispersal, and anthropo�
genic load of the settlements (also by navigation inten�
sity).

(2) The environmental factors include water tem�
perature and salinity.

(3) Natural growth and mortality rates are affected
by the environment and substrate competition.

(4) A linear dependence of barnacle and human
populations is assumed.

(5) One�dimensional diffusion is assumed as a pro�
cess of barnacle dispersal since the shoreline is a nar�
row area and the spatial position of the specimens may
be located by the arc length s along the island contour.

According to the factors listed above, a natural
modification of (2) may appear as

(4)

where x ≡ (x1, x2) a point on the coordinate frame on
the area of Fig. 1 (computational unit is longitudinal
degree); t is the current time point (computational
unit is year); Bi ≡ Bi(x, t) is the barnacle biomass of the
ith species (i = 1, A. amphitrite; i = 2, A. eburneus; i =
3, A. improvisus); T ≡ T(x, t) and S ≡ S(x, t) are the
water temperature and salinity; αi(T, S) is the biomass
increase of the ith species; βi(T, S) is the species mor�
tality rate as a result of interspecific competition; γi(T,
S) is the biomass dynamics, which is specified by nav�
igation intensity and city anthropogenic load; N ≡

B/ t∂∂ f B( )B D B/ x∂∂( )/ x,∂∂+=

f B( ) α βB,–≡

Bi/ t∂∂ αi T S,( ) βi T S,( )– B1 B2 B3+ +( )[ ]Bi=

+ γi T S,( )N Di B
2

i/ s2
∂ ,∂+

dN/dt ϕ x t,( ),=

N(x, t) is the human population for the settlement at
location x for t year; Di ≡ Di(x, t) is the diffusion coef�
ficient; s is the arc length of the island contour; and
ϕ(x, t) is the human population dynamics for the set�
tlement at location x for t year.

The first term of the right part of Eq. (4) is the mod�
ification of the logistic growth model [Svirezhev and
Logofet, 1978]; the second one is the biomass dynam�
ics, which is affected by navigation intensity and city
anthropogenic load; the third one represents the natu�
ral distribution. Model (4) takes into account that
these processes are proportional to the population of
the nearest harbor city.

The parameterization of {αi(T, S), i = 1–3}
includes several assumptions. Each of the species is
acclimated to certain range of environmental temper�
ature T and salinity S. Inclusion of such parameters is
performed by incorporation of optimal  and 
values for each species. Since the deviations of tem�
perature (T – ) and salinity (S – ) from the opti�
mal range negatively impact the species dynamics,
αi(T, S) is a decreasing function of even degrees of
such deviations. A simple approximation of αi(T, S)
can be written in the form

(5)

where αi, 1, αi, T, αi, S, , and  are nonnegative
computational coefficients. Their physical meaning is
as follows: αi, 1 characterizes the optimal natural biom�
ass increase of the ith species, which is observed for the
coincidence of optimal temperature and salinity for
this species; αi, T and αi, S indicate the growth dynam�
ics, which is affected by deviation of T and S from their
optimal values.

Since deviations of temperature and salinity
from the optimal values cause the increase in barna�
cle mortality, βi(T, S) is an increasing function. The
same method can be applied to Eq. (4) to approxi�
mate βi(T, S):

(6)

where βi, 1, βi, T, and βi, S are nonnegative computa�
tional coefficients, which show inter� and intraspecific
competition. According to (6), deviations of tempera�
ture and salinity from the optimal values cause an
increase in barnacle mortality. The physical meaning
of the process may be described as follows: if the tem�
perature and salinity coincide with optimal values for
the ith species, then natural mortality is characterized
by βi, 1, and βi, T and βi, S characterize the dynamics of
mortality affected by deviations T and S from the cor�
responding values.

The parameterization of γi(T, S) was recalculated
earlier by equations that took into account the dis�
tance between the harbors [Chetyrbotskii, 2008]. We

Ti* Si*

Ti* Si*

αi T S,( ) αi 1,= αi T, T Ti*–( )
2– αi S, S Si*–( )

2
,–

Ti* Si*

βi T S,( ) βi 1,= βi T, T Ti*–( )
2

βi S, S Si*–( )
2
,+ +
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have employed the same assumptions that were used
for (5) and (6):

(7)

where γi, 1, γi, T, and γi, S are computational coefficients.
Their physical meaning is that γi, 1 characterizes sur�
vival rate of the ith species specimens transported by a
vessel at optimal salinity and temperature of the envi�
ronment; γi, T and γi, S characterize the decrease in sur�
vival rate affected by the temperature and salinity devi�
ations from the optimal range.

Taking into account all the factors and assumptions
listed above results in the following barnacle invasion
model:

(8)

where i = 1–3.
It is natural to set the initial conditions to (8) as

(9)

and the zero flows on the contour borders as

Assessment of the Model Parameters 
and Forecasting of the Bioinvasion Status 

When developing the model, we took into account
the common principles listed below. The division of
total problem into the separate steps is quite conven�
tional. The order of the steps usually shows up during
the computation, which is usually an iterative process.
In the process of computing, the primary data are sup�
plemented with unaccounted�for or new details,
which altogether lead to improvement of the model.
The computational algorithm is adjusted in a same
manner, and the search for an optimal solution of the
problem and an appropriate method of analysis and
presentation of data are performed. The modeling
process and selection of results usually go together.
The experiments need to be interpreted via the model,
and the model has to be checked by the experiments
[Oran and Boris, 1987]. The computational estima�
tions of parameter values and checking of the model’s
adequacy to the natural conditions are usually per�
formed by searching for the extreme of the targeted
function (discrepancy). The last is a measure of the
inadequacy of observed and recalculated values of
studied parameters. Meanwhile, the type of targeted
function specifies the method of parameter assess�
ment.

γi T S,( ) γi 1,= γi T, T Ti*–( )
2– γi S, S Si*–( )

2
,–

Bi/ t∂∂ αi T S,( ) βi T S,( )– B1 B2 B3+ +( )[ ]Bi=

+ γi T S,( )N Di B
2

i/ s2
∂ ,∂+

dN/dt ϕ x t,( ),=

αi T S,( ) αi 1,= αi T, T Ti*–( )
2– αi S, S Si*–( )

2
,–

βi T S,( ) βi 1,= βi T, T Ti*–( )
2

βi S, S Si*–( )
2
,+ +

γi T S,( ) γi 1,= γi T, T Ti*–( )
2– γi S, S Si*–( )

2
,–

Bi x t0,( ) 0=

Bi/ s Γ∂∂ 0.=

The recommendations given in previous studies
were taken into account [Moiseev et al., 1978].

The numerical procedure of the nonlinear assess�
ment of the parameters during the computation is an
implementation of algorithms of searching for the
extreme(s) of the functional. The choice of its type is
mainly governed by the environment during the obser�
vations and existing information about the model dis�
tribution a priori. The problem of parameter assess�
ment was described by Bard [1979]. Let p be a vector
of desired model parameters, and Φ(p) be the measure
of the deviation of observed values from their model
images, i.e., so�called discrepancy. Then the prob�
lem consists in searching for the vector p which
minimizes Φ(p):

(10)

where P is the region of allowable parameter values. It
may be assumed that this region corresponds to an
n�dimensional hypercube when the limitation of gen�
erality is absent. In case of recalculation of (10) by the
least�squares procedure, Φ(p) has the form

(11)

where  is the sample collection of the spe�
cies location distribution (Fig. 1); i is the species, i =
1–3; Y is the year of observations (Y = 1935–2000);
m = 1–7 corresponds to the enumeration of Japanese
islands ((1) Kyushu Island, (2) Shikoku Island,
(3) Avadzi Island, (4) Honshu Island, (5) Sado
Island, (6) Hokkaido Island, (7) Kunashir Island);
and k is the element of {I(i, Y, m): i = 1–3, Y = 1935–
2000, m = 1–7} of the mth island location set, where
the ith species specimens were found in year Y. The
original dataset includes 141 observations; the set of
parameters of the model (8)–(10) contains 36 ele�
ments:

The temporal step of the model (8)–(10) is one
year.

The parametric identification of the model is spec�
ified by the number of observations and the level of its
statistical significance. Here, we employ the data set of
spatiotemporal distribution of the barnacles A. amphi�
trite, A. eburneus, and A. improvisus in the coastal
waters along the shore of Japan [Otani, 2002]. The
observations coincide with the data on species distri�
bution [Kafanov and Kudryashov, 2000]. The quanti�
tative assessments of biomass were based on numerous
field observations; i.e., the biomass of A. amphitrite was
5.2 kg m–2; A. eburneus, 1.4 kg m–2; and A. improvisus,
1.4 kg m–2 [Zevina and Strelkov, 1983; Zvyagintsev
and Korn, 2003; Zvyagintsev, 2005].

minΦ p( ) for p P,∈

Φ p( )

=  Bi Y m k, , ,

D( ) Bi m k, , Y p,( )–( )
2
,

k I i Y m, ,( )⊂

 

∑
m 1=

7

∑
Y 1935=

2000

∑
i 1=

3

∑

Bi Y m k, , ,

D( )
{ }

p αi 1, αi 2, αi 3, Ti* Si* βi 1, βi 2, βi 2, ,, ,, , , , ,({≡

γi 1, γi 2, γi 3, Di ) i, , , , 1–3}.=
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The data on the population of cities were obtained
from Internet resources (http://world�gazetteer.com;
http://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cities_proper_
by_population; http://news.leit.ru/archives/3954;
http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi�bin/nn20081228a3.
html). The numerical recalculations were performed by
MATLAB software [Rudakov and Safonov, 2000]. In
computing the model (8)–(10), the modules of the GIS
system “Ice Coverage of the Sea of Japan” were used
[Chetyrbotskii, 2005]. In particular, we used the program
modules that implement reduction of a multidimen�
sional problem of searching for extremes to a sequence of
one�dimensional problems [Strongin, 1978; Chetyr�

botskii, 1991], and modules of assessment of parameters
of covariance matrix and model adequacy [Chetyr�
botskii, 2005].

The limits of the region P of allowable parameter
values are usually defined on the basis of a priori infor�
mation. Here, their variations were defined in interac�
tive debugging according to the computational process
of model (8)–(10). The quality control of parameter
coincidence was tracked by the correlation coefficient
between the observed and modeled distribution. The
largest value was 0.739, which was evidence of signifi�
cant coincidence.

Numerical estimates of the model parameters, with 95% confidence intervals given

i = 1 i =2 i =3 i = 1 i =2 i =3

αi, 1 × 102 9.16 ± 2.01 9.04 ± 1.99 9.06 ± 1.24 γi, 1 × 102 4.95 ± 2.78 4.99 ± 2.74 0.93 ± 0.16

αi, T × 104 1.04 ± 0.32 1.13 ± 0.29 1.05 ± 0.31 γi, T × 105 5.48 ± 0.71 5.51 ± 0.80 1.04 ± 0.23

αi, S × 104 2.57 ± 0.93 2.48 ± 1.10 0.14 ± 0.02 γi, S × 105 1.09 ± 0.34 1.32 ± 0.31 1.22 ± 0.11

βi, 1 × 102 5.49 ± 1.27 5.01 ± 0.98 5.33 ± 0.82 Di × 103 5.11 ± 2.06 5.02 ± 1.68 3.54 ± 0.62

βi, T × 104 5.51 ± 0.83 5.04 ± 0.77 1.26 ± 0.38 17.5 ± 4.9 17.4 ± 5.1 25.1 ± 1.6

βi, S × 104 2.63 ± 1.34 2.55 ± 1.12 1.07 ± 0.13 30 ± 5.3 28 ± 9.3 32.5 ± 6.4
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Fig. 3. Modeled dynamics of barnacle biomass in the coastal area of large cities in Japan. (Green squares) Amphibalanus amphitrite;
(red triangles) A. eburneus; (blue circles) A. improvisus. (a) Kitakyushu (130.41° E, 33.58° N); (b) Aomori (140.75° E, 40.82° N);
(c) Tsuruga (135.06° E, 35.65° N); (d) Tokyo (139.75° E, 35.69° N); (e) Hiroshima (132.47° E, 34.40° N); (f) Maizuru (135.18° E,
35.33° N).
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The estimates of parameters are presented in table.
In computing the parameters, the confidence

intervals were also recalculated, which were the char�
acteristics of their significance [Bard, 1979]. All of
them are positive, i.e., significant [Kendall, 1973].

On the basis of the assessment of parameters, the
forecasting of barnacle biomass dynamics was per�
formed for the areas around large Japanese cities for
the period of 1926–2001 (Fig. 3).

The analysis of distributional patterns clearly indi�
cates that A. eburneus is characterized by less biomass
owing to its higher vulnerability to temperature and
salinity deviations compared to the other two species
(Figs. 3a–3e). The area close to Kitakushu is charac�
terized by the average temperature of 20.62°C and
salinity of 33.67‰. This environment appears favor�
able for both A. amphitrite and A. improvisus. At loca�

tion b (  = 17.14°C;  = 33.51‰), the environ�
ment is more friendly to A. improvisus than to
A. amphitrite. The same situation is observed for area c

(  = 19.11°C;  = 33.12‰). Owing to significant
water discharge from the large cities, the salinity
decreases, and thus the water becomes more favorable
for A. amphitrite, which dominates there. The same is

observed for locations d–f, where  = 18.99°C and

 = 32.54‰,  = 17.71°C and  = 33.37‰, and

 = 13.35°C and  = 32.82‰. The first finding of
all three species in the harbor of Vladivostok in 1981
[Kafanov and Zhukov, 1993] can be explained nicely
by our model.

CONCLUSIONS

The obtained results are based on a computational
model of barnacle invasion. The parameterization of
the vessel transport processes has to consider the
human population of port cities in the recalculations.
The live issue of the present model for the Russian Far
East Region is related to the forthcoming construction
of a nuclear power plant, university center, and
seaquarium on Russkiy Island, in Vladivostok. Alto�
gether, this will increase the navigation intensity in
Peter the Great Bay and human population growth.
The expected economic development of Primorskiy
krai will cause an increase in the anthropogenic load
on the coastal ecosystems of PGB. As an example,
more than 800 supertankers (150000–300000 t dead�
weight) will transport oil from Russia after opening of
the East Siberia–Pacific oil pipeline. This will increase
the introduction of many invasive species, primarily
barnacles. The free�living larvae of nearly all the
benthic species, comprising billions of specimens, will
be transported from different areas of the World Ocean
to PGB by the ballast waters of supertankers. Mean�
while, the adult specimens in the vessel fouling com�
munities may be ready for reproduction. The acclima�

Tb Sb

Tc Sc

Td

Sd Te Se

Tf Sf

tization of fouling species may cause crucial changes
in benthic and plankton communities. We note that
the thermal load caused by water discharge from
industrial plants may result in creating a new warmer
environment favorable for acclimatization of warm�
water barnacle species.

The original model of barnacle bioinvasion on the
Sea of Japan shelf, based on the data set on three spe�
cies, is an important step in bioinvasion studies in the
Far Eastern seas of Russia. The model takes into
account the species biomass dynamics, substrate com�
petition, optimal range of water temperature and
salinity, distributional type of dispersal along the coast,
and transportation of specimens by ballast waters and
on the hulls of vessels.

Further studies will include development of a GIS
system of coastal distribution of invasive species and
development of community models, as well as specifi�
cation of their parametric identification.
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